Argument forms: A reference list

For your reference, here is a list of good argument forms that we will study in this seminar.

Inference to the best explanation:

1. [Evidence.]
2. [Evidence.]
3. [Evidence.’
4. [The best explanation for all of the above evidence.’]
1 2 3
Modus ponens:
1. Ifx, theny.
2. X.
3. y.
1 2
3
Modus tollens:
1. Ifx, theny.
2. Not-y.
3. Not-x
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Argument by elimination (first form):

1. Either x or y or z.

2. Not-x.
3. Not-y.
4. Z.

Argument by elimination (second form):

If x, then either y or z.
Not-y.
Not-z.
Not-x.
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